Important Information
Matriculation Website
www.vmi.edu/matriculation
What to Wear
Parents: casual attire and walking shoes are proper for all matriculation activities. New cadets should wear comfortable civilian clothes,
athletic shoes and socks. All new cadets are required to
wear the VMI issued athletic uniform to the superintendent’s Welcome Ceremony. The Athletic Uniform
will be issued during the Matriculation process in Cameron
Hall to new cadets who did not participate in the Summer
Transition Program. New cadets who attended the Summer
Transition Program must bring all uniform items issued to
them when they return for matriculation.

Where to Stay in Lexington
The Lexington area has a number of lodging options available. It is
best to make reservations as far in advance as possible. For a list
of accommodations, visit http://www.vmi.edu/accommodations.

New Cadet Oath Ceremony @ New Market
Parents may observe the New Cadet Oath Ceremony held at 11 a.m.
on 2 September 2012 at the New Market Battlefield State Historical
Park in New Market, Va. Lunch tickets for this event will be available
at the Parents Council table at the Matriculation Fair in Crozet Hall.
After returning from New Market and securing weapons in Barracks, new cadets are afforded an opportunity to dine with family
and friends in Lexington. New cadets must sign back in to the VMI
Barracks no later than 2200 (10 p.m.).

Mail, calls, etc.
Mail from home is the most important gift a cadet can receive. Be sure
to get your new cadet’s box number issued during the Matriculation
process in Cameron Hall. An occasional box of favorite foods from
home also does wonders for a cadet’s morale. Please do not send
cash through the mail. The quickest way to contact a cadet is to
leave a message at the VMI Visitor Center (540-464-7306) or send
an e-mail after classes start.

Check Cashing
The Cashier’s office (located in Smith Hall) cashes checks up to $200
and there are two ATM machines, one is located Lejeune Hall Food
Court and the other is located in the Daniels Courtyard.
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VMI Bookstore – Lejeune Hall
New cadets will make several purchases in the bookstore during
Cadre Week and these purchases have to be paid for at the time of
sale by cash, check, a major credit card, or with the VMI Keydet
cash debit card. Information on the debit card can be found at vmi.
edu/dining or call (540) 464-7374.

Parents Council
www.vmi.edu/parentscouncil
VMI Parents Council members are available to help you and your
cadet during Matriculation day. Members have “Council” name
tags with red ribbons. These parents of current cadets have been
through the matriculation process. Members are stationed at key
locations on Post to help you. They can answer questions you might
have or point you in the correct direction. Please do not hesitate to
contact any Council member or the liaison to the Parents Council,
Colonel Bill Grace, at (540) 464-7072.

Matriculation Photos
View photos of matriculation and other events online with the option
of purchasing them at the VMI Photo Store: www.vmi.edu/photostore.

Parents Weekend
Parents Weekend will be October 19-21, 2012
and is a very special time. Be sure to make your
reservations as soon as possible for overnight
accommodations during Parents Weekend.

Saturday
August 18, 2012
Imagine more. Achieve more.

Schedule of MAtriculation Events
Matriculation
7:30 a.m.
Cameron Hall
Matriculation is the first step that
all new cadets must complete.
7:30 a.m. - 9 a.m.
New cadets whose last names begin with
the letters A-L should report to Cameron Hall.
9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
New cadets whose last names begin with
the letters M-Z should report to Cameron Hall.
New cadets and their parents will have an opportunity to:
• discuss studies with an academic advisor from the major
curriculum the new cadet has selected;
• finalize financial accounts;
• sign the matriculation pledge and matriculation book;
• receive company and room assignments, academic schedules,
and mailbox numbers;
• receive Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) information;
and,
• be issued VMI athletic uniform, if the new cadet did not attend
the Summer Transition Program.

Matriculation fair
8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Crozet Hall
The second step of the matriculation process Is the Matriculation
Fair held on the upper level of Crozet Hall. It is designed to acquaint
new cadets and parents with many VMI agencies and activities as
well as banks, and in the local community churches.

Unloading and
barracks check-in
The third step of the matriculation process is done at the VMI
Barracks. All luggage should be marked with the full name of
the new cadet. New cadets and parents should unload luggage
in the front of Barracks at designated arches after attending the
matriculation fair in Crozet Hall. All luggage must be taken to
assigned rooms in Barracks before 1:30 p.m. but definitely before
the Superintendent’s Welcome Ceremony in Cameron Hall at 2:00
p.m. Cadets are reminded to keep one set of civilian clothes in their
luggage to be stored at VMI. It is recommended that these clothes
be suitable for milder weather and for wear off post, as cadets may
not need them until later in the semester.

SUPERINTENDENT’S Welcome
2:00 p.m.
Cameron Hall
Uniform for all new cadets –
VMI issued athletic Uniform

After unloading luggage, cars must immediately be moved from
in front of Barracks to designated all day parking on the Parade
Ground. VMI Police will point you in the correct direction.

This is the final step in the matriculation process. New cadets and
their parents will be welcomed by VMI’s Superintendent, General
J.H. Binford Peay, III ’62 and introduced to the Dean of the Faculty,
the Commandant of Cadets, the Athletic Director, the Co-Presidents
of the VMI Parents Council, the Class Advisor and other key staff.
The new cadets will then leave their parents to begin their nineday cadre period. Parents should give their cadets spending
money, credit cards, checkbooks, etc. These items should
be left in the Barracks room and not brought to Cameron
Hall, as the new cadets cannot carry items when they
depart Cameron Hall. Parents should say goodbye to their
new cadet before this event.

lunch

march OFF

11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Approximately 2:30 p.m.
Cameron Hall

Lunch will be provided for the new cadets from 11:00 a.m. - 1:30
p.m. in Crozet Hall. New cadets can eat at Crozet Hall at no charge;
the cost for family members is $8.00 for adults and $5.50 for children
11 and younger, you will pay at the door. The PX in Lejeune Hall is
an alternative where family members can pay to eat. It is important
that new cadets eat during this time and to drink plenty of fluids with
the meal. There are numerous restaurants available in Lexington
as well. Should you desire to eat lunch off-Post in Lexington, new
cadets may not wear the athletic uniform off-Post.

Family members and friends will have the opportunity to see their
new cadet march off to begin the nine-day cadre training period.
New cadets are called down to the basketball floor by company by
their company commander.  The entire “Rat Mass” is then marched
out of Cameron Hall to begin their training.

wrap up and departure
3 p.m.

Parents are encouraged to depart VMI immediately following
the information session. New cadets will already be in the
initial stages of their cadre week training.

